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Water bottle fi lling stations are water fountains, indoors or
outdoors, that pour tap water from a top spigot into a standing
container, usually part of a drinking fountain. They are ideal for
health clubs, offi ces, airports, schools and parks – places where people 
commonly use water bottles. Here are seven key reasons for
installing them. Water bottle fi lling stations:

1) Are quick and easy
2) Are extra clean and sanitary (contactless)
3) Eliminate excuses for buying bottled water
4) Inspire trust in the quality and safety of tap water
5) Encourage hydration
6) Can fi lter out aesthetic chlorine, taste, odor, lead and certain

types of particulate matter and
7) At no charge to the user, the public has greater access to healthy

water in public areas and schools
 West Basin Municipal Water District has installed more than 50
water stations in or on the premises of public facilities throughout 
its service area through grant programs. In doing so it is estimated 
that approximately 110,000 plastic water bottles annually have been
removed from the local waste stream, decreasing the harmful
environmental impacts of single-use plastics while also providing
access to free, high-quality water at South Bay schools, civic buildings,
community centers and parks.
 South Bay agencies which have participated in West Basin’s grant 
program to date include: cities of Carson, El Segundo, Gardena,
Hawthorne, Hermosa Beach, Inglewood, Lawndale, Lomita, 
Manhattan Beach,  Redondo Beach, Rolling Hills Estates; schools, 
including California State University, Dominguez Hills, El Segundo 
Unifi ed School District,  Mychal’s Learning Center (Hawthorne), 
Environmental Charter Middle School (Inglewood),  Lennox 
School District, Los Angeles Unifi ed School District, Manhattan 
Beach Unifi ed School District, Palos Verdes Península Unifi ed 
School District, St. Philomena school (Carson), and the
El Segundo Public Library.

Grant Funding Available
 West Basin has new funding available
to install additional stations. Eligible
grant applicants must be public facilities
(city buildings, schools, community
centers, parks, recreation areas, etc.),
located in the district service area
that meet all criteria specifi ed in the 
application guidelines.  As in the past, 
grants are available in the amounts of $1,000 for indoor
stations and $2,000 for outdoor stations as they can be more
costly to install.
 Applications will be received and reviewed on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis until funds are exhausted. Up to two grants may be 
awarded to a single tax identifi cation number per fi scal year.

 More detailed information and application forms are available at 
www.westbasin.org/fi lling stations. Applications can be submitted 
to: Tammy Hierlihy, program manager, Re: Water Bottle Filling
Station Program Application; tammyh@westbasin.org;
phone 310-660-6274.

West Basin offers partners indoor and outdoor water bottle fi lling stations 
as shown above.  Photos courtesy of West Basin Municipal Water District
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 The South Bay Fiber Network (SBFN) is a new and dynamic 
broadband resource that provides member cities and agencies a 
dedicated, secure, high-speed circuit at a very competitive monthly 
cost. Beyond lower costs, the network offers extraordinary
opportunities for members to enhance their computing, storage 
and networking through the SBFN’s connections to the world 
wide web.

The network is designed as a ring circuit through two “Points 
of Presence” (POP) at two world-class data centers located in the 
South Bay. A point of connection is where those connected to 
the circuit can gain access to the internet. For the SBFN, this is 
through the network’s Internet service provider (ISP), Race
Communications. This physical connection to our network’s
ISP is made at two different world-class data centers, Equinix in
El Segundo and Evoque in Hawthorne.

What is a data center?  Think of a very large, windowless, secure 
building that houses miles of fi ber cables and countless numbers 
of computers (otherwise known as “servers”) on vast racks of
shelving. These servers are, effectively, the “cloud” — the place

where applications run, content is stored and networked, and 
extraordinarily fast connections are made between computers 
anywhere in the world.

While a data center doesn’t sound exciting, it offers SBFN
members connections to a wholesale marketplace of vendors 
selling cloud-based applications and software, online services 
and content, and, a convenient way to back-up and securely store 
critical data at an offsite location. These opportunities are just a 
connection away — connecting a fiber cable from one server within 
the Data Center to another.

The SBFN went online in August. Already South Bay IT
Directors and staff are taking advantage of this resource.
El Segundo, for example, has a cross connection at Equinix to 
provide for offsite storage. Additionally, through the cloud, the 
city can enhance and support broadband applications at its local 
library. Other South Bay cities have begun to explore fractional 
offsite storage where, collectively, they would lease space and
servers at a data center — saving the cost of going it alone.

 Like most other aspects of life, COVID-19 has impacted
how the homeless are counted. 

Since 2016, the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority
(LAHSA), as the U.S. Department of Housing (HUD) designated 
Continuum of Care for LA County, has conducted a “Point-In-Time 
(PIT) Count” of people experiencing homelessness (PEH). The
PIT count, performed over 24-hours in January, consists of the
following: 1) count of unsheltered homeless; 2) count of sheltered 
homeless; 3) overall number of homeless youth; and 4) a
demographic survey. The PIT count answers key questions about 
homelessness in LA County including numbers, demographics, 
distribution across the county, and where are PEH staying?

HUD requires Continuums of Care to conduct the PIT count
every other year, but LAHSA has conducted its PIT annually, most 
recently in January 2020. The next HUD mandated PIT was to 
occur in January 2021, however due to the pandemic, LAHSA 
submitted (and HUD granted), a waiver to forego the unsheltered 
portion of count. At the time California was under a stay-at-home 
order and 10 p.m. curfew for non-essential activities. LAHSA based 
its decision to apply for a waiver on the determination there was no 
safe way to gather the volunteers needed to do the unsheltered PIT 
count and collect data as accurately as in past years. 

“A February 1, 2021 report from LA County Department of Public 
Health indicates confirmed cases of COVID-19 are on the rise 
among unsheltered PEH at a rate of 1 in 4 (23%)” Grace Farwell, 
SBCCOG Homeless Services coordinator, said. “It supported
LAHSA’s request to not conduct the 2021 unsheltered component 
of the PIT for the safety of volunteers participating in the count.” 

LAHSA proceeded in early February with the Shelter Count and 
Housing Inventory Count (HIC), a PIT inventory of projects/
programs or sites that provide beds and units dedicated to serving 
people experiencing, or who are transitioning out of homelessness. 
The HIC involves collecting information on individuals and families  
residing in Interim Housing (emergency shelters, transitional housing, 

safe havens), Rapid Re-Housing (RRH – time-limited rental assistance
coupled with supportive services), and Permanent Supportive Housing
(PSH – housing with case management services). The HIC took 
place from February 1-28, 2021. LAHSA will review and verify data 
with providers through March 31, 2021.

LAHSA continues to work with the Los Angeles County
Homeless Initiative to maintain the current Measure H funding
level. Measure H, the Los Angeles County Plan to Prevent and
Combat Homelessness, created a one-quarter of a cent sales tax
that generates funds for homeless services and short-term housing.

For more information and resources, please visit the SBCCOG’s 
webpage on Homeless Services in the South Bay:
http://southbaycities.org/programs/homeless-services-south-bay.

This year’s count included PEH placed in Interim Housing, such as the
Redondo Beach Pallet shelters shown above, which opened in Redondo Beach 
this past December. Photo courtesy of Harbor Interfaith Services, Inc. 

A Safer  CountA Safer  Count
COVID-19 Prompts Changes in How Homeless are Counted in 2021COVID-19 Prompts Changes in How Homeless are Counted in 2021

 The C (Green) Line Extension to Torrance is a proposed
regional transportation improvement project that will extend
light rail service from the Redondo Beach Marine Station to
the Regional Transit Center (RTC) currently under construction
in Torrance on Crenshaw Blvd near Mariposa. The extension will
improve mobility in the South Bay by providing an alternative to a 
very crowded I-405 freeway and will better connect southwestern
LA County into the regional rail network through connections
to the Metro A (Blue) and E (Expo) Lines and the future 
LAX/Crenshaw Transit project.

The project, which has a study area encompassing the cities of
Lawndale, Redondo Beach and Torrance, is anticipated to be
completed and operational in 2030-2033. In complying with
environmental review requirements, Metro has completed an
alternatives analysis and is now beginning project scoping
meetings. Metro is soliciting public comments through

March 15, 2021. The public can provide input in writing and also 
during virtual scoping meetings hosted by Metro. Two meetings
have taken place, on February 24 and February 27, 2021.

For more information on the project and to provide input, please 
visit  www.metro.net/greenlineextension.
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 Gardena is a community already benefi tting from the network. 
Using a 1GB transport circuit from City Hall to upgrade connec-
tivity at the city’s Rowley Park, the city can now provide enhanced 
Wi-Fi service to support virtual classes and interactive web-based 
programs.

“Our goal is to provide Wi-Fi to our community members and 
host trainings for our seniors to learn how to use both their smart 
phones and tablets,” Stephany Santin, recreation and human
services director, said.

The city is also making plans to offer a day care program for
children of city employees and essential workers at Rowley Park, 
once COVID-19 restrictions are lifted.

For more information on how your city can best plug into the
SBFN POPs, contact Aaron Baum, SBFN program manager, at 
aaron@southbaycities.org.
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Artwork showing a future Green Line extension station.

See Something Say SomethingSee Something Say Something
If you see someone experiencing homelessness who needs help, 
please use the Los Angeles County Homeless Outreach Portal 
(LA-HOP) at www.lahop.org.

Photo courtesy of City of Gardena


